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Provision of Eye Health 
and Training Equipment

Project Update | June 2021

Hello and welcome to our project update as at June 2021.

We hope you are all keeping safe and healthy during the recent development of COVID-19
resulting in restrictions and lockdowns across Australia. As of July, many states will be
easing their restrictions and onsite training will be resuming where it is safe to do so. Strict
restrictions remain in some places resulting in the suspension of visiting eye care services.
The retinal camera is a useful tool to triage those in need of urgent eye care. For more
information training and utilizing the camera during restrictions, contact your state
representative

The COVID-19 Retinal Camera Protocol outlines recommendation for safe practice during
the pandemic. You can find the protocol HERE.

State Name E-mail Phone

NSW & 
QLD

Colina Waddell c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org 02 9065 0708

VIC & 
TAS

Colette Davis cdavis@aco.org.au 03 9349 7419

SA Chris Rektsinis chris.rektsinis@ahcsa.org.au 08 8273 7200 

NT Sarah Nicholls s.nicholls@brienholdenfoundation.org 08 89819880 

WA Helen Wright addismob@gmail.com

https://brienholdenfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-PEHET-COVID-19-Protocol.pdf
mailto:c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org
mailto:cdavis@aco.org.au
mailto:chris.rektsinis@ahcsa.org.au
mailto:s.nicholls@brienholdenfoundation.org
mailto:addismob@gmail.com


Using the Camera in…..Albury-Wodonga!
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A 53-year-old patient with diabetes presented to 
Albury Wodonga Aboriginal Health Service 
(AWAHS) in August 2019 for his first retinal 
screening with Aboriginal Health Practitioner, 
Kim Moffitt. Although he was reluctant and 
skeptical about the screening, the photos 
showed a bleed in his Right retina and other 
diabetic changes to both eyes. As AWAHS and 
Kim had successfully established a bulk-billing 
relationship with the local ophthalmologist, this 
patient was referred and seen in a timely manner. 
Kim continued to track his retinal photographs 
every few months as the patient continued to 
receive treatment, including regular injections to 
the right eye. 

While this highlights how important the camera 
was at picking up undiagnosed diabetic 
retinopathy, the camera was also essential in 
helping the patient take ownership of his 
condition. With each retinal image taken, he 
could see how diabetes was directly affecting his 
eyes and how important retinal screening was in 
tracking diabetic control. As a result, he 
is now engaged in his diabetic management;
organising his appointments well in advance, 
being receptive to changes in medications and 
actively trying to stay compliant with his 
treatment. Without Kim’s early intervention, it is 
likely that the patient would have further loss of 
vision in his eyes.

If you have a story about using the retinal camera in 
your practice that you would like featured in the 
newsletter, please contact Colina Waddell at 
c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org

Figure 1-3: Changes in the retina since 2019 

Figure 4: Kim in action taking a photo of Uncle 
Tunny (not the patient in this case)

mailto:c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org
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Retinal Camera Training Courses

971 health workers has been trained to use the camera between July 2017 and July 2021. 
A total of 169 primary health care professionals have completed the Diabetic Retinopathy 
Assessment Course.

Course 2 – Diabetic Retinopathy Assessment

Course 2: Diabetic Retinopathy Assessment is now accredited with ADEA (3 CPD points)
and NATSIHWA (3 endorsed hours).

This online course aims to enhance primary health workers to triage for Diabetic
Retinopathy within non-mydriatic retinal photographs and appropriately refer to an
optometrist or ophthalmologist. In addition, the course will update primary health workers
on non-retinal complications of Diabetic Retinopathy and other ocular diseases that may
be encountered in retinal photographs.

The course takes 2-3 hours to complete and will remain free for retinal camera recipients
until December 2021.

Please contact education@cfeh.com.au if you would like to enrol to this course.

Figure 5-6: Completion of Course 1 & 2 at June 2021

mailto:education@cfeh.com.au


Reported Camera Usage

A reminder that the Camera Usage reports for April-June 2021 is due. Please send the 
following reports to Colette Davis cdavis@aco.org.au:

• Quarterly Report for April – June 2021
• Equipment Usage Report (generated by the camera laptop)

Photo Grading Service from Centre for Eye Health (CFEH)

As part of Course 2: Diabetic Retinopathy Assessment, CFEH (Centre For Eye Health)
provides mentoring support for those who have completed the course. Course participants
are invited to upload photographs for feedback on interpretation and triaging/referral
decisions. This service has been expanded, and all health services receiving a retinal
camera through the PEHET project will now have unlimited access to this reading service
until the end of the project in December 2021.

CFEH are also offering a HOTLINE, where their Optometry staff can provide feedback or
assistance for any Course 2 participants seeking guidance as they are triaging their
patient’s retinal photos. Ph: (02) 8115 0777. Turnaround time for grading is usually within
48 hours. The report can then be forwarded to the GP to facilitate Medicare billing.

To find out more about this service, contact Paula Katalinic from CFEH at
PKatalinic@cfeh.com.au or (02) 8115 0731.
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Retinal Camera Promotional Material – Order Yours Today!

To help encourage patients at your clinic to get a retinal photograph taken, you can order a 
pull up or hanging banner which is free of charge to your clinic and fully funded by the 
project. All banners are personalised to include your health service logo and a photo of 
your staff using the camera.

We are also offering health services the option of 
retinal camera pamphlets; these pamphlets can be 
personalised and will show the same images that 
are printed on the banner. It will have a “did you 
know” facts and a section on the bottom for health 
service staff to book a clinic time for the patient.

For more information and to order a banner or 
pamphlets, please contact Colina Waddell: 
c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org
02 9065 0709.

For more information about the project, 
click here.

Example of hanging banner (also available in 
dark colours for outdoor use)

The back of the pamphlet contains 
clinic information.

mailto:c.waddell@brienholdenfoundation.org
https://brienholdenfoundation.org/australia-program/pehet/
https://bhvi.org/brien-holden-foundation/where-we-work/australia/

